
Oak Tree Ward, ELCH
Design development



Existing site constraints/ opportunities

Large south facing terrace, great for 
flexible space, would benefit from some 
shelter from sun? Could be pergola/ 
parasols? 

Softening the fence here 

N

Slope up to 2m height at fenceline
Great to showcase planting and trees, but consider location of any 
paths, retaining walls and level changes, which can add some cost. 
Locating path in more level areas could be simpler

Wide gravel strip and path, all south facing. Great opportunity 
for planting that can be seen from inside and for seating areas 
off path. Gravel strip is not too accessible, so planting would 
make good use of space

Straight path is quite featureless- would 
be great to complement with a more 
meandering path that creates a circular 
route

Planting would 
benefit from 
height and 
seasonal colour, 
with sensory 
species 
incorporated 



Existing site (Level changes) 

- Significant level change across approx. 1/3 of the space, up to 
approx. 2m in height

- Paths/ access routes created in the space should be a maximum 
gradient of 1.20 to allow easy access (this would enable 
compliance with DDA)



Previous proposal 



Previous proposal

Embankment – Level change 
up to 2m  

Proposed seating area cutting into 
embankment – Retaining walls 
required 

Proposed growing area accessible 
via steps – potentially could be 
difficult for less able 

Small raised planters require 
higher maintenance regime Dividing hedges could require some 

maintenance, and go upwards across 
the sloped area

Café terrace area and growing spaces 
make good use of level ground 

This is a good space that become 
more of a woodland area- more 
secluded than the rest of the garden



Spaces in previous proposal

Connecting routes

Central seating zone

Shrub/ Woodland area  

Wildflower meadow

Lawn

Perennial Border

Produce garden

Café terrace

Raised planters 

Existing hedge 



Proposed spaces

Connecting routes

Central seating zone

Shrub/ Woodland area  

Wildflower meadow

Lawn

Perennial Border

Produce garden

Café terrace

Raised planters 

Existing hedge 



Hard landscape areas/ walls comparison 

Previous layout Proposed layout

Surface formed from self binding gravel/ hoggin

Raised planters

Key space surface (hoggin/ self binding gravel) 

Surface formed from self binding gravel/ hoggin

Raised planters

Timber/ composite deck surface

Retaining walls

Key space surface (hoggin/ self binding gravel) 



Hard landscape areas/ walls comparison 

Hard landscape area: 148 m2

Retaining walls: 69 m

Steps: 6

Raised planters: 30

Hard landscape area: 112 m2

Retaining walls: None

Steps: None

Raised planters: 12



Key moves

1. Path route moved away from the mounded area to 
avoid level changes and need for retaining walls, 
consider using alternative material to decking 

2. Create café terrace with shelter
and raised planters  

3. Create natural wildflower area as backdrop 
on the sloped area where access is not so easy, 
but still encourages wildlife  

3. Growing space on level, with no 
steps or level changes 

5. Create woodland area at the end of 
the garden where it is quieter and 
more secluded 

4. Heart of the garden with 
trees and perennials, inc roses

6. Create larger planters as more 
cost effective than multiple 
smaller planters with sensory 
planting



Design proposal

Heart of the garden with 
benches surrounded with 
colourful flowering perennial 
planting

Pergola structures

Potting/ storage 
shed

Shade structure

Raised planters to growing space 

Woodland Haven area

Fruit trees

Low maintenance wildflower 
meadow planted on the slope 
with native trees, bird boxes and 
bird feeders

Footpath at shallow 
gradient away from 
steep sloped section

Raised planters with 
sensory planting

Café terrace

Raspberry bushes adjacent to 
growing space



Precedent images



Previous proposal



Current proposal



Previous proposal



Current proposal



Views



Views



Trees and structure planting



Sensory planting (Scent, touch, sound, colour)



Sensory planting (Scent, touch, sound, colour)



Calming planting to shaded areas



Ward 1, ELCH
Sketch design for consultation









Extending the garden around the building



Extending the garden around the building



The Garden

Mixed native shrub planting, 
wildflower planting, bird 
boxes and bird feeders

Circular bench seat Pergola structure

Terrace area

Raised planters with 
planting into gravel between

Fence with gate to enclose 
space

Colourful perennial planting close to 
terrace, main path and can be seen 
from inside



Precedents



Precedents



Graphics and colour at ELCH  

Warm          Cool

Active        Passive



Views
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